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Maine Poet Laureate

Leslie Moore of Brooksville is an artist especially noted for her portraits of
dogs. She is also an accomplished poet, as today’s poem, about a black and
yellow argiope, clearly shows.

To a Garden Spider

by Leslie Moore

Dangling over the zucchini like a dangerous jewel,
you set up housekeeping amid the gladioli,

your silken web spanning stiff green blades,

and you, poised in its eye, alert to possibilities,

a black face silhouetted in yellow horror.

Below, squash bugs swarm the zucchini
leaving fat leaves in ashen heaps. I pluck

one from the horde and drop it onto your web.
Its six black feet catch fast in the interstices.
Your reaction is unequivocal.

A ripple of legs carries you to your victim.
You cradle it in your eight-fold embrace.

A swaddling in shrouds from your spinnerets,
one paralyzing kiss, then you leave your prey
dangling to retake your silent center.

Your web is eloquent—a Charlotte’s web.

You write words with your artistry.

And what lessons, I wonder, would you teach me
about solitude and survival? What could I learn
from your deadly attention to detail?
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